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Between 1814 and 1819, John Keats wrote sixty-four sonnets. He was 
ighteen years old when he composed his first sonnet; he was turning 
twenty-four when he completed his last one. [...] Some are light and 
improvisatory, tossed off in fifteen minutes, a moment's thought. 
Some are polemics, or romantic period pieces; others are brooding 
testaments or compulsive outpourings, which seem to expand on the 
page. 
Wong May 
In the early '80s, spent a year working on a verse-play -- based on 
the life of Anne Maguire (whose sister, Mairead, founded the Peac 
People movement after Anne took her own life). Anne's three children 
were killed on the pavement as she was wheeling the pram one day in 
1976 by an IRA fugitive's getaway car -- the driver fatally shot by a 
British soldier; this singular incident crystallized for me so much 
of the terror then in the air. Writing was a way of keeping clear -- 
in the sense of fixing it, restoring it facet by facet, to clarity. 
Catching a moment of history like a fly in amber with the chorus of 
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You write what's been handed out to you by life. You do not choose 
the itinerary. 
from "What You Write Is Nobody's Business": 
An Interview With Wong May (2014) 
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1. Are you really interested in the preservation of the human 
race once you and all the people you know are no longer alive? 
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4. Whom would you rather never have met? 
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Are you conscious of being in the wrong in relation to some 





other person (who need not necessarily be aware of it)? If so, 





does this make you hate yourself - or the other person? 
6. Would you like to have perfect memory? 
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7. Give the name of a politician whose death through illness, 








accident, etc. would fill you with hope. Or do you consider 











none of them indispensible? 

8. Which person or persons, now dead, would you like to see 
again? 

9. Which not? 

10. Would you rather have belonged to a different nation (or 
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Civilization) ? so, which? 





11. To what age do you wish to live? 








12. If you had the power to put into effect things you 





consider right, would you do so against the wishes of the 
majority? (Yes or no) 
13. Why not, if you think they are right? 
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15. When did you stop believing you could become wiser or do 
you still believe it? Give your age. 





16. Are you convinced by your own self-criticism? 





17. What in your opinion do others dislike about you, and what 











do you dislike about yourself? If not the same thing, which do 
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18. Do you find the thought that you might never have been 





born (if it ever occurs to you) disturbing? 





19. When you think of someone dead, would you like him to 





speak to you, or would you rather say something more to him? 


20. Do you love anybody? 
21. How do you know? 
22. Let us assume that you have never killed another human 


being. How do you account for it? 
23. What do you need in order to be happy? 
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24. What are you grateful for? 








25. Which would you rather do: die or live on as a healthy 


animal? Which animal? 
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